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Sent: 18 November 2025 16:28

To: SGRPID Ayr <SGRPID.Ayr@gov.scot>
Subject: pplication part 1

18/11/2025
Request for Permission to Remove Ruined Stone Dykes Due
to Animal Welfare and Machinery Safety Concerns

We are writing to seek permission to remove the remains of old
stone dykes located in the middle of two of our grazing fields (Grid
References: NX/42375/55474 and NX/42160/55413). These dykes
are now entirely in ruin, with no standing sections remaining, and
they have become an increasing concern for both animal welfare
and farm operations.

The collapsed structures pose a serious risk to livestock,
particularly sheep and cattle, as loose stones and uneven ground
have already led to injuries. Additionally, the scattered stones
present a hazard for farm machinery, causing damage during field
maintenance, silage cutting, and general operations.



Removing these collapsed dykes will also significantly improve the
efficiency of the fields. At present, the remains divide each field into
several small, awkward parcels which are difficult to navigate with
modern machinery. Once cleared, the fields will be safer and more
practical to manage, reducing fuel use, time, and wear on
equipment — ultimately supporting more sustainable and efficient
farming operations.

We plan to carry out the work in two stages during the winter and
spring months as follows:

Stage 1

During a dry spell during the months of November to February, we
will remove any whin bushes and debris that have built up along
the ruined dyke lines. This work will be completed before the bird
nesting season begins on 1st March. A tracked digger will be used
for this clearing stage.

Stage 2

This stage will take place in the spring when ground conditions are
dry, to minimise disruption to the fields. The removal process will
be undertaken using a digger, tractor and trailer to carefully
excavate and transport the stone. Any suitable stone that can be
salvaged will be retained and repurposed for the repair of other
dykes on the farm, ensuring the material remains in use and
contributes to the maintenance of our existing boundaries.

Photo evidence of the current condition of the dykes, a map
showing their location, and a copy of the EIA screening application
are attached for your review. This information will be sent over two
emails.

Yours sincerely,



The Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture)(Scotland) Regulations 2006
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Ayr Area Office
Russel House, King Street, KA8 0BE

T: 0300 244 6300 L‘
E: SGRPID.ayr@gov.scot The Scottish
Government
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Application for an EIA Screening Decision

For office use only
Date application received | Date acknowledged

Do I need to complete this form?

You do NOT need to complete and submit this form for an EIA decision if the land is:
(a) non-agricultural land; or

(b) is already subject to the planning system or other EIA requirements or legislation; or
(c¢) forms part of an agreement under a SGRPID Agri-Environment Scheme.

[f the proposed project does NOT comply with the criteria at (a)-(¢) you DO need to complete and
submit this form on whether an EIA decision is necessary. If you have any queries or difficulties in
completing the form, please contact your local SGRPID Area Office.

When can [ start my project?

If an EIA decision is required or you are uncertain, you should NOT undertake any of the proposed
operations within your project until you have received written confirmation from SGRPID that you
may proceed. If your land is outside the remit of this scheme you can start work on your project
straight away, subject to any other requirements. If the screening process determines an Environmental
Statement is required you may be asked to provide more information.

In this circumstance would you wish a scoping meeting to be held? YES Kl ~o [

SECTION 1 - APPLICANT'S DETAILS

1.% i ith

2. A“r‘“
B

EIA1
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SECTION 2 - AGENT'S DETAILS (if applicable)

6. Title (eg Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) Initials Surname
I I

7. Address

8. E-mail

9. Telephone Fax

| |

SECTION 3 - OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

10. Will the proposed work affect any archaeological features? YES D NO

11. Is the land subject to any form of conservation management agreement agreement?

ves L1 no B

13. Does the work involve any offsite preparation or changes to boundary features?

YES D NO

13. If you have answered YES to any of the foregoing, please give more details.

Continue on a separate sheet

14. Please supply a clear location map on 1:25,600 or 1:10,000 showing the works proposed See
Explanatory Notes.

EIA1
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SECTION 4 - SITE DETAILS AND PROPOSED OPERATIONS

15;
FID Number | Field Area Landscape Description of proposed work. When completing this column, refer to the list of
or field name | Area within /Habitat examples set out in the explanatory notes. Please also attach a separate sheet giving
(if applicable) | (ha) field {see Notes) full details of the proposed works and any associated works including material,
proposed application rates and timing.
to be
brought
into use
(ha)
NX/42375/554 | 13.78 GRAZING Operations affecting historic or natural features
74 LAND Removal of old stone dykes. The remaining stones are becoming an animal welfare
issue and pose a risk to damaging machinery. The salvaged stone will be reused
for repairing existing stone wall boundaries.
NX/42160/554 | 4.48 GRAZING Removal of old stone dykes. The remaining stones are becoming an animal welfare
13 LAND issue and pose a risk to damaging machinery. The salvaged stone will be reused

for repairing existing stone wall boundaries.

EIAl
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SECTION S5 - DECLARATION

The declaration below must be signed by the applicant named on page 1 and, where appropriate, by
the applicant's authorised agent.

I declare that:

e [ have read and understood the guidance given in the Guidelines; and

e The answers given in this form are, to the best of my knowledge and belief, accurate and correct
and I accept responsibility for them.

'I/'we agree to any disclosure or exchange of information about this application (including the
content of any declaration or undertaking) to or with any public authority, statutory body or
other organisation which SGRPID considers appropriate for the administration, evaluation and
monitoring of the Scheme concerned’

'I/'we understand that details contained in this form may be placed on a public register'.

Siigiac LT Date
18/11/2025
Signature of agent (if applicable) Date
WARNING

If you knowingly or recklessly withhold material information
or make a false or misleading statement you may be prosecuted.

Please now send this form to your local SGRPID Area Office. You are advised to keep a copy of this
form.

IMPORTANT - please make sure you have:

e Answered all the questions; and

e Attached the location map requested at question 14; and
e Attached any separate sheet/s requested at section 4.

Incomplete forms cannot be processed and may be returned.

EIAl
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EXPLANATORY NOTES for your APPLICATION for an EIA SCREENING

DECISION
USE BLOCK CAPS ONLY

SECTION 1 - APPLICANT'S DETAILS

Name - Give your title, initials and surname.

Address - Your address must include your postcode.

E-mail - Give your full address in the correct case.

Tel/fax - Your telephone and fax numbers must include the national dialling code.
Holding number - ¢.g. 123/0045.

AU gHS B i

SECTION 2 - AGENT'S DETAILS (if applicable)

Name - Give your title, initials and surname.

Address - Your address must include your postcode.

E-mail - Give your full address in the correct case.

Tel/fax - Your telephone and fax numbers must include the national dialling code.

ol e B

SECTION 3 - OTHER CONSIDERATIONS
Please answer all questions by ticking in either the YES or NO boxes provided.
Please provide a locational map at a scale of 1:10,000 or 1:25,000 for your project indicating:

(a) the boundaries of the field(s) concerned (please label 1%, 2™ etc and indicate the type of boundary,
eg hedge, dyking, fencing); and
(b) the boundary lines of the project within the field(s) plus an estimate of the area in hectares involved.

SECTION 4 - SITE DETAILS AND PROPOSED OPERATIONS

[f the project covers more than one field, complete details for additional fields.

FID number - two letters followed by ten numbers. Only to be entered if you are IACS registered.
Name of Field - if applicable.

Area of Field - in hectares to two decimal places.

Area within field proposed to be brought into use - in hectares to two decimal places.
Landscape/Habitat Types - choose from the list overleaf which of the following categories best
describes the land.

Details of Proposed Work - choose from the descriptions overleaf. Please also allow for a separate
sheet giving full details of the proposed work and any associated work, including materials, application
rates and timing of individual aspects of the work.

SECTION 5 - DECLARATION

The declaration must be read and signed by the applicant and, where appropriate, by the agent. If the
application is not signed it will be returned.

Landscape/Habitat Types

EIA1
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Unimproved Where the land has not been cultivated between 12-15 years or been

grassland, Heath and | reseeded, drained or ploughed within this time period. Includes:-

Moorland coastal and floodplain marshes, meadows, marsh and grazing
pastures, old orchards where grass is the natural ground cover,
parkland or policies, wood pasture, lowland and coastal heathland
(inc dry and wet heath), moorland (inc bog) and rough grazing,
machair, other open or enclosed upland grassland.

Scrubland Where at least 20% of any canopy cover comprises the following
tree/shrub species:- blackthorn, hawthorn, hazel, holly, juniper, bay
willow, grey willow, eared willow, osier willow, purple willow.

Wetlands If the water table normally lies at or near the surface for part of the

year. Includes:- open water, watercourses, saltmarsh, ditches,
ponds, lowland and blanket bogs, fens and other wetlands.

Examples of Types of Projects

Cultivations

Includes:- ploughing, rotovating, harrowing, tining, discing and
reseeding.

Drainage works

New works include mole, tile, tunnel, subsoiling or other artificial
drainage and moorland gripping. Routine maintenance,including
renewal of existing mole drainage, is not covered.

historic or natural features

Modifications to water | Includes:- to deepen, widen, straighten or otherwise change an

courses existing watercourse where these operations are intended to bring
uncultivated land into intensive agricultural use. Routine
maintenance is not covered. Watercourse includes any passage
through which water flows.

Flood defences Operations on embankments, structures or land which act as flood
or coastal defences, and creation of new defences.

Infilling Ditches, ponds, pits, pools, marshes or historic earthwork features.

Land reclamation From estuary or other wetland.

Clearing vegetation By physical removal, burning, application of herbicides, deliberate
overgrazing or trampling or rooting by livestock in preparation for
cultivation.

Spreading material Includes: soil, fertiliser or lime in excess of existing routine
application rates.

Introduction of livestock Includes: pigs and poultry, or increasing stocking rates to intensive
levels.

Operations affecting | Includes:- archaeological sites, hedgerows and other boundary

features (other than routine maintenance) including drystone walls.
Removal or replacement of boundary features such as fences, walls,
hedges etc will be subject to EIA under these regulations as part of
large scale restructuring.

Excavation

Includes: material reconturing, filling-in or excavating agricultural
land, including the creation of vehicle tracks.

EIA1
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Please find attached scans of the EIA application farm due to formatting changing once the email had
been sent.





