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	Forestry Grant Scheme (FGS) Application Details


	Business Reference Number:
	     
	Woodland Creation application area (ha):
	     

	Application name:
	     


Introduction
The Woodland Creation Operational Plan allows you to show that you have carefully considered all of the relevant impacts and effects that the work you are proposing might have on the environment, and where appropriate the measures you intend to take to mitigate any adverse effects.

The Woodland Officer (WO) will take account of the details you have given in this Plan when they assess your application and it will also help them to decide on a score for your application. 

General Details

You must complete this Woodland Creation Operational Plan and submit it with your Woodland Creation application. 

The amount of supporting information you give will depend on the scale, location and nature of your application. You should give sufficient detail so that we can properly assess the work you propose.  Your local Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) Conservancy office will be able to provide you with further advice about this.  

Please note that the Woodland Officer who will assess your application may request further information or clarification about the details you give in this Operational Plan, especially those that may have an environmental impact on the site. 

When you have completed your Woodland Creation Operational Plan, save the document to your computer and then upload to your on-line application.
	Assessment of Potential Impacts


Identifying Sensitive Areas
Check the appropriate boxes below to indicate if your application is within or adjacent to any of the following sensitive areas as defined under the Environmental Impact Assessment (Forestry) (Scotland) Regulations 1999. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
National Nature Reserve or Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
National Park

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
A World Heritage Site

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Scheduled Monument

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Natural Heritage or National Scenic Area

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
A site designated as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) or identified as a candidate Special Area of Conservation.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
A site classified or proposed as a Special Protection Area

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Land on which there is a Nature Conservation Order
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
None of the above
Identifying Potential Impacts

Your application may have an impact or an effect on the environment.  Please check the relevant boxes below to indicate if your application will have a potential impact.   
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 People: 
Does your application have an impact or an effect on neighbouring properties or local communities?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Archaeology:  
Does your application have an impact or an effect on a Scheduled or Unscheduled Monument?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Soil:  
Does your application have an impact or an effect on the physical structure of soil or include deep peats (defined as peat greater than 50cm in depth)?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Flora:  
Does your application have an impact or an effect on high value habitats such as those listed on the Scottish Biodiversity List?  For example: Lowland Raised Bog.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Landscape: 
Does your application have an impact or an effect on areas of national landscape importance such as National Parks, National Scenic Area, or Designed landscapes?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fauna:  
Does your application have an impact or an effect on wildlife.  For example: European Protected Species such as Hen harrier?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Access:  
Does your application have an impact or an effect on local transport networks such as public highways?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Recreation:  
Does your application have an impact or an effect on any existing recreational facilities such as way-marked footpaths?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Water:  
Does your application have an impact or an effect on any water bodies or water supplies?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Land use
     Balance: 
Does your application have an impact or an effect on prime agricultural land (defined as land use classes 1, 2 and 3.1), or the local land use balance with agriculture? 
You should refer to the ‘Guidance about Woodland Creation on Agricultural Land’ located on Woodland Expansion Advisory Group (WEAG) web page for further details.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No impact
There will be no effects or impacts on any of the above.
Explaining the Potential Impacts
	If you have ticked any of the boxes in the section above (‘Identifying Potential Impacts’), then please explain below what impact or effect the work described in your application may have.

	     


Mitigating the Potential Impacts

	Having identified the factors that will have an impact or effect on the site give details of the actions you will take to mitigate these impacts or effects (refer to Annex 1).  

	     


	Selection Criteria


The WO will use the Woodland Creation Operational Plan to assess and support the scoring of your application.

For the woodland creation options: 
Conifer; Diverse conifer; Broadleaves
Please use the Timber Transport Forum – ‘Agreed Routes Map’ and check the relevant box below to indicate the timber transport route classification of the public road that will form the access to the new woodland being proposed.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Agreed 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consultation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Severely restricted 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Excluded 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No classification

For the native woodland creation options: 
Native Scots pine; Native upland birch; Native broadleaves and Native low density broadleaves
Please use the ‘Native Woodland Habitat Network’ map in the ‘FGS (2014-20) Eligibility / Scoring Criteria’ data on the FCS Map Viewer and check the relevant box below to indicate which of the habitat network zones your application is within.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Primary (within 500m of core native woodland) 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Secondary (within 2000m of core native woodland)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Out with the habitat network
	Site Assessment


All Applications

The design of the work in your application should be based on a thorough assessment of the site.  Please complete the following. 
	Describe the management objectives for the site.

	     


	Give a description of the planting site and indicate how you have assessed factors which will affect the design of the proposal.  For example soil type, archaeology, landscape.

	     


	Please indicate the climatic suitability of the site for the tree species you have chosen.  Use the FCS Map Viewer  - see the ‘FGS (2014-20) Climatic Site Suitability’ data. 
A fundamental consideration when creating woodland is whether or not the tree species is appropriate to the site. You should carry out a site-based assessment of soil and vegetation to match species choice with the particular site.

	     


	Describe the species which you will plant and your proposed stocking density for each species.  Indicate if you will be planting vegetatively propagated Sitka spruce.

This information can be summarised in the associated woodland creation component areas table (refer to the Supporting Information section in the option guidance for this document).

	     


If your application is more significant in scale, or located on a sensitive site, additional information is required to clearly demonstrate that all of the potential impacts and effects have been identified, considered and appropriate mitigation proposed.
The box below should only be completed by applications that meet this requirement.  Your local Conservancy office can advise you further.

	For larger more extensive proposals, and more sensitive sites, you should provide additional detail about the site (refer to Annex 2). 

	     


Please ensure that any maps or survey reports that have been produced, to support your application, are uploaded to the online application system.

	Management Operations


All Applications

Having assessed the site please provide information about how you are going to establish the new woodland.  The description of management operations should always be provided for all applications. 

	Describe the management operations which will be undertaken to establish the new woodland.

	     

	For larger more extensive proposals and more sensitive sites only, you should provide additional detail about management operations (refer to Annex 2).

	     


Please ensure that any maps or survey reports that have been produced to support your decision making are uploaded to the online application system.
	Maps Required


You must submit a map(s) with your application. Please read the general mapping guidance and the woodland creation mapping guidance prior to submitting any maps. This guidance clearly states what is required on your map(s). Information required, but not limited to, is: 
· the perimeter boundary of the application area
· the boundary of each option and the claim year


· the species planted 
· existing water courses and planned or existing tracks 

Please note that, if appropriate, you might also need to submit other documentation such as: 

· a map showing planned ground preparation

· a map showing soil types and depths

· a vegetation survey

· an archaeology survey

· a landscape appraisal

[image: image1.jpg]Forestry Grant Scheme

The European Agricultural Fund ’ | ke rProgramme The Scottish
for Rural Development: - Government
Europe investing in rural areas Riaghaltas na h-Alba






	Annex 1


Assessment of Potential Impact

If you have identified the factors that will have an effect or an impact on the site give detail about how you will mitigate against any adverse impacts:

· People: Detail any discussions which you have had with neighbours, local communities or other stakeholders and explain how this has influenced your application.
· Archaeology: Indicate what survey work has been undertaken and describe how archaeology will be protected. 
· Soil:  Provide an accurate assessment of the soil on site and describe how you will manage the quality of the soil. 
· Flora:  Detail the nature and extent of high value habitats and describe how you will protect these habitats.
· Landscape: Provide details of how the impact on the landscape has been assessed and how the application has been designed to minimise any impact.

· Fauna: Detail the nature of the likely impacts on wildlife from your activities and how you will mitigate these impacts.

· Access:  Detail the nature of the likely impacts on access from your activities and how you will mitigate these impacts.

· Recreation:  Detail the nature of the likely impacts on recreation from your activities and how you propose to protect or enhance them.
· Water:  Detail the nature of the likely impacts on water bodies or water supplies from your activities and how you will mitigate these impacts 
· Land use balance:  Detail the nature of the likely impacts on agriculture from your activities and how you will mitigate these impacts and integrate with forestry.
You should refer to the ‘Guidance about Woodland Creation on Agricultural Land’ located on Woodland Expansion Advisory Group (WEAG) web page for further details.

	Annex 2


For larger more extensive proposals, and more sensitive sites describe the site and the management operations that you will carry out in more detail. 
Your local Conservancy office will be able to advise you about the level of detail that will be required.  However the lists below identify most of the points that you will need to consider:

Site Assessment:

· Site surveys: List the site surveys which have been carried out in order to inform tree species selection.  For example:

Soil survey

Soil depth survey 

Vegetation survey

· Woodland Strategy (or equivalent): Describe how your proposal fits with the Local Authority woodland strategy
· Native Woodland Provenance: For the native woodland creation options specify the Seed Source Zone.

Management Operations:

· Ground preparation: Describe the type of ground preparation you will use, including size of mound/screef/furrow.  Where you propose multiple ground preparation techniques then you must identify on a map. 
· Drainage:  Identify any existing drains/watercourses and show where you intend to create new drains.

· Fertiliser input:  Describe the proposed fertiliser regime.
· Protection:  Describe how the site will be protected.

· Deer management:  Describe how deer will be managed on the site, appending a deer management plan if required. You should refer to the Deer Management Best Practice Guide and the Joint Agency statement on deer fencing. You may be asked to submit a checklist from the Joint Agency guidance (May 2010).
· Access Tracks:  Provide details of any new access tracks which will be created as part of this application.

	Documents Checklist


Ensure that you have provided all of the necessary information required for your application.  

Required information -  

Please check the box (mark ‘x’ in the box) and list the documents that you have provided with your application:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Map(s) 
that provide details as outlined in the Woodland Creation mapping guidance. Individual maps can be listed here:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Table 
showing the woodland creation component areas

(The template for woodland creation component areas is available in the option guidance.)
Please list here any other information you have included (e.g. vegetation survey):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:       
We suggest that you use the following format for saving all of your related documents so that they are easily identifiable, for example:

WC [your application name] table of component area.xls

WC [your application name] map showing ground prepartion.jpeg

WC [your application name] vegetation survey.doc
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