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Livestock Tracks
This is an old version of the page

Date published: 8 December, 2022

Date superseded: 15 December, 2025

For recent changes to this guidance, please see the bottom of the page .

Aim
The aim of this item is to protect water quality by converting existing livestock tracks used by dairy cattle
to permanent hardcore tracks in order to reduce poaching, and, by creating alternative routes within a
field, to minimise the movements of dairy cattle along public roads.

Eligibility
This applies to existing dairy livestock tracks that are currently on grassed or bare soil at risk of poaching
and where run-off from the area can pose a pollution risk to surface water.

It can also be used to create new routes within a field to minimise the movements of dairy cattle along
public roads.

Spatial targeting

  Map of target area – Livestock Tracks (PDF, Size: 1.2 MB)
doc_external_url: https://www.ruralpayments.org/media/resources/87332-AECS-Review---2018-map---
WQ-Livestock-tracks.pdf This item is available within the target area shown on this map.

You can check if this item is available on your holding using the search targeting tool which can be found
on any of the following AECS guidance pages:

AECS Home

Eligibility

How to Apply

Management Options and Capital Items

Capital Items

Application requirements
You must prepare a plan identifying the location of the proposed tracks which are to be entered under this
item.

You must produce a diffuse pollution steading assessment .

Requirements
Run-off from the livestock track must not directly enter a watercourse.

Payment
You can claim £11 per square metre.

Inspections
The inspectors will check:
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• the location and extent of any livestock track
• that run-off from the livestock track does not directly enter a watercourse

Additional guidance
Supporting guidance is available for this item.

Recent changes
Section Change

Application Requirements Insertion of link to Diffuse Pollution Risk assessment and Diffuse
Pollution Steading Assessment web page

Previous versions
Previous versions of this page

Download guidance
Click 'Download this page' to create a printer-friendly version of this guidance that you can save or print
out.
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