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Retention of Winter Stubbles for Wildlife
and Water Quality
This is an old version of the page

This is an old version of the page

Date published: 30 March, 2015

Date superseded: 5 January, 2016

Aim
The aim of this option is to benefit wildlife by retaining the stubbles from a combinable crop over the
winter.

Leaving stubble until early spring will allow a variety of arable plants to develop, providing food and cover
for insects, birds and small mammals. In particular, spilt grain and arable plant seeds provide valuable
food for farmland birds.

Retaining the stubble also helps to protect the soil.

Eligibility
Arable land that is growing a spring-sown or autumn-sown cereal or oil-seed crop is eligible.

Under-sown crops are not eligible.

You should not include areas of land covering rocks, scree, water, dense bracken etc. We will check this
using the same approach we use to check land for the Basic Payment Scheme.

Assessing your land eligibility

Spatial targeting

  Map of target area – Retention of Winter Stubbles for Wildlife and Water Quality (PDF, Size: 1.4
MB)
doc_external_url: https://www.ruralpayments.org/media/resources/4_Retention_of_Winter_Stubbles.pdf
This option is available within the target area shown on this map. It may be possible to apply for this
option outside this area where there is strong justification as endorsed by Scottish Natural Heritage.

Application requirements
You must identify on a map the locations of any areas to be managed under this option each year.

Management requirements
This option can be moved around the farm within the normal rotation and on an annual basis. To
maximise flexibility you can manage a different total hectarage each year as long the area you manage
each year is at least 90% of the area you plan to manage in the first year under this option.

• do not spray, graze, plough or cultivate (with the exception of sub-soiling) the area before 1 March
following harvest

• do not apply pre-harvest desiccants
• do not spray after harvest, except for the spot-treatment of injurious weeds (requires prior written

notification) or treatment of invasive species (requires prior written approval)
• do not apply slurry or farmyard manure after harvest

Payment
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You can claim £299.44 per hectare.

You will only be paid for the area that you manage and declare annually.

Inspections
The inspectors will check:

• the crop is cereal or oil-seed rape, and not under sown
• visual inspection that there is no evidence of desiccants, and a check of the spray records for the

crop. This will be carried out at the main inspection in the autumn
• there is no evidence of ploughing / cultivation prior to 1 March following harvest with the exception

of sub-soiling. This will be checked at the second visit in the following spring
• you have not sprayed, unless with prior written notification or approval as appropriate

Note
If you choose to apply for this option over the same area of land that you are allocating as an Ecological
Focus Area to meet your Pillar 1 greening requirements, there may be an issue of double funding.

Additional guidance
Supporting guidance is available for this option.

Rural Payments and Services - © Crown copyright

https://www.ruralpayments.org/
https://www.ruralpayments.org/publicsite/futures/topics/copyright-statement/

	Aim
	Eligibility
	Spatial targeting
	Application requirements
	Management requirements
	Payment
	Inspections
	Note
	Additional guidance

